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The EPA completed its watershed assessment for the Nushagak and Kvichak drainages on May 19` h  with 

the deadline for comments on July 24` h, 2012. The cor ent period for such an important matter is 

insufficient and will prevent the South Naknek Tribe from meaningful 	 the public process. 

It is also presented at the beginning of summer, a time when mc 	r; °: 	7 'is are focused on 

many other matters including subsistence a.. ,  dties. 

The Trib- _ 	ated in the heu,......-, rs c.... .:vichak drain-ge and is in clrce . ximity to the area that 

is beit := 	We have a vested interest in having a mE _ ingful dialoguL ~~4..t+ zhe EPA on a matter 

that c 	,,reat duress with the Tribal members who —y on the area for their livelihood. 

There were no public n= tings in our community about the watersl 	assessment by the EPA. Now we 

are faced with having t, ash to make comments without the benefit of learning what the full impact 

that the watershed assessment will have on our lives. This fast track appears to be disingenuous and not 

inclusive our needs. We are requesting that the deadline for ;; .>lic commF- 	-xtended to October, 

2012. This would give our people, who are gathering and harvesting and av 	am home for the 

summer an opportunity to return home at the end of summer and devote the time and effort that this 

critical issue deserves. We are also requesting that the EPA conduct a meeting with our community in 

October. I thank yo in advance. 

~ ~ 
®on Nielsen, President, South Naknek Tribe 
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